Town of Londonderry, Vermont

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Thursday: Feb. 14, 2022: 3:00
Conducted by Zoom

Committee Members Attending: Mary Ann Morris, Larry Gubb, Dick Dale, Elsie Smith, Mimi Lines, Andrew Rackear, Mary Ann Morris, 
Attending: Sarah Long (BDCC), Brian Sullivan (MSK)Tom Platt, Gail Mann, Patti Eisenhower, Ragan Dobins, Andrew Decries, Louis Hodgertts, Ester Fishman, Vincent Annunziata, Shane O’Keefe at the start of the meeting

1. Meeting was called to order at 3:03 by Larry Gubb
2. No Additions
3. Minutes of Dec. 13,2021 and Jan. 20,2022 were unanimously approved. (Dick Dale, seconded by Elsie)
4. Visitors: 
A. Tom Platt was unable to be heard, but Dick summarized his concerns expressed earlier at the Post Office. He was concerned that none of the business owners were contacted by the North Main Street Town Planning group and was worried that the eventual proposals were a final vision. Dick assured him that this was the first step in a lengthy process and was only a vision by professionals of what the Town might want to consider.
B. Sarah Lang shared with the Commission the possibility of a Trainer coming on March 26 from 2-5 to work with Leaders from One Londonderry and the PC and possibly some Selectboard members to clarify areas of responsibility for the many initiatives being undertaken by both groups. All of the PC members in attendance said that it sounded like a good idea and were particularly pleased that it would cost the PC only $250 because the BDCC and the BCRD Groups were committed between them to pay $1000 because of the progress both groups had made in trying to implement some of the ideas developed last year.  Ester agreed to work to gather appropriate members of the One Londonderry Groups.
C. Brian Sullivan presented the same presentation as he did the previous Monday to the Selectboard discussing the proposed Verizon 78-foot Communications Tower near the maintenance shed at Magic that will be eventually be applied for to the Vt Public Utility Commission. Adjoining properties, the Selectboard and Planning Commission all must be consulted before the formal application which would then be followed with an additional thirty-day comment period. There were many questions that were addressed, but no action was required.
5. Old Business: 
A. Larry offered an update and Dick reminded him that the Platts had constructed a waste water system that might offer an alternative solution along North Main Street.
B. Mimi reminded all that on Behalf of the Main Street Group, she was finalizing a questionnaire similar to the one Mary Ann Morris did for the PC on the Town Web Site which has not seen much commentary over the last few weeks. A discussion on how to increase the visibility of all of the PC initiatives followed especially as it relates to which group is responsible for soliciting continued public reaction and commitment to expanding on the Sullivan Group’s Master Plan proposals. The discussion also reviewed the need to engage the public concerning Town Hall renovations and getting the By-Laws adopted. With respect to the Renovations, the “ball” seems to be in Chris Cole’s corner with respect to defining next steps. With respect to the By-Laws, the next step seems to rest with Shane and the Selectboard to engage the Town Attorney and to develop a defined process for hearings. Vince said he would raise the issue at the Selectboard meeting. Everyone felt that brief comments concerning PC projects needed to be posted on the Town Forum, Londonderry Community Facebook Page, and the Town Web Site in addition to the monthly reports to the Selectboard. All of the projects have been affected by the surge in the Covid epidemic, but need to be kick started immediately. There is considerable frustration on the part of all of the Planning Commission that nothing is getting completed in a timely manner.
6. There was no new business.
7. The next meeting will be March 15 at 3:00 by Zoom unless another meeting is scheduled with a more limited agenda earlier.
8. The meeting was adjourned at 5:11.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dick Dale
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